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SOUTH VIET NAM

" Above the Batile

i Scanning from the left seat, Pilot
i Pat Evans spotted a brilliant flash on q
L hillvop 7,900 feet below, 4 pair of fieht«
“er planes wheeled in, lossing bombs
into the jungle. Then q string of hel-
icopters settled 1o earth and squacs of in-
fantrymen leaped from them, firing as
they ran, Evang shrugged. “They are
fighting like hell down there,” he said,
“and for us it is business as usual.”

It may be business as usual for any
- one of the 40 other pilots of Saigon-
based Continental Ajr Services, but the
business itself is most unusual. CAS, a
subsidiary of the U.S.%s Continental Air
Lines, operates in Viet Nam, Laos and
Thailand, and has become the prime
commercial charter carrier in an area
where ground travel js usually difficult
and often impossible, In Viet Nam,
which is home for half of its 50-plane
« fleet, CAS links dozens of airsirips from
i the DMZ (o the Mekong Delta. Each
« month it carries 20,000 passengers and
T some 1,300,000 lbs. of cargo. Its cus-
: fomers, mainly U.S. contractors in Viet
Nam, do not demand much in the way
- of frills, “Here you keep up your im-
age by keeping your planes flying,” says
' CAS Administratjve Manager Jim Eckes,
. 33. “You get down to essentials,” :
. The essentials can be tough enough,
A CAS plane was one of the last to
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“U¢ when North
Vietnamese regulars stormed in. Another
dropped in at Khe Sanh during the
height of

wounded newsmen. Even in ordinary op-

erations, CAS pilots, most of whom are

- ex~-military aviators, more than earn their .

average tax-free pay of $2,000 a month,
Often their “airstrips” are barely that—
for example, at Nui Sap the strip is a 60
ft-wide dike top that stretches for 960
t. between two paddyfields. There are
V.C. rotshotters on the ground, swarms
of U.S. fighters, transports, helicopters
and spotter plancs in the air. “Our ma-
jor hazard,” complains Chief Pilot Ed
Dcarborn, “js overcrowded airways, not
the enemy.” So far, the CAS has lost
only one plane, a small Beechceraft that
crashed while landing in the prop wash
of a big transport.
Los Angeles-bascd

Lines, which has been

Continental Air
encouraged by

the U.S. in its cfforts to set up a re-,

liable air service in Southeast Asia, start-
¢d CAS in 1965 by taking over a small
U.S.-owned, Laotian-based  “air-taxj”
service, Its Laotian business was (and
through CAS, still is) run in close co-
opcration with Air America, the less
than secret CiA-sponsored outfit.
Continental's really important work
has come in Viet Nam. It won Saj-
gon’s permission to take contracts from
RMK-BRJ, the big U.S. construction com-
bine, and other U.§, firms, agreeing in re-
turn to pay a royalty to Air Viet
the understaffed government airline that
has a nominal monopoly on Victnamese
commercial air travel, Having assembled .
a motley but eminently suitable short.
haul fleet Jed by eight vintage C-47 trans--

- POrts, CAS expects to take in at least

$9,000,000 this year and make its first
annual profit. ‘

. Deft Maneuvers. Flamboyant Robert

Six, Continental Ajr Lines’ 61-year-old
president, is after much larger dividends. i
Asia holds a tremendous fascination for
him, which is traceable only in part to |

the fact that his third wife, Actress Au-!f.
drey Meadows, was born in China. Six !
_§c_¢s__a__izig__ﬁgy{g_i_n__‘@sia and wants to |

—

the sicge to evacuate two
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make sure that Continental, the eleventh.
ranked U.S. carrier, gets a share of it,
Continental has based its plans to be.
come a major international airline on
winning some of the new ajr routes to
be handed out under the ¢xpansion of
trans-Pacific scrvice now being consid.
ered by Washington. Continental re-
«ccived no routes from the Civil Acro-
nautics Board examiner who made the
preliminary recommendations Jast April,
The airline now pins its hopes on the
President, who has the final say.
Meanwhile, back in Saigon, CAS has
been performing some deft mancuvers'
1o ensure its own future. In Scptcmbf:r,
it signed an agreement to form_w_nh‘
Air Viet Nam a yet unnamed airline,
that will handle all Vietnamese contract
and charter air business. CAS, whose
-56% share in the new venture assures
it a reasonably secure future in Viet
‘Nam, will initially operate the airline,
“De-Americanization” of the war prom- -
{ises t0 be even more lucrative. CaAS
I might well inherit military air transport
- chores that could increase the line's busi-
_hess tenfoid. e
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" MRS. PIERRE SALINGER
... she couldn’t understand 7!efe

Nlcole Salmger YVolunteers:

; She read every chapterl
. as her husband wrote it, and

ishe offered suggestions,

1 ¢I kept telling him to give

‘more and more details of all

]the fascinating episodes he

" By Dorothy McCardle
Washington Post 8taff Writer

¥Yormer White House:
press secretary Pierre Sal-

iinger could have no better - ghared with your late Pres- |

press agent for his forth- | ;ldent ”kshe sas(rls.l"Sometimes
icoming book, “With Ken-< e took my advice.’

nedy » than his bride of a,  She mever met JFK, but
|year. knows him well as the re-
g vivacious el sult of her hushand's book.

 Pierre in Paris, last June 18, SHE SAYS that former
was in town yesterday with - pirst Lady Jacqueline Ken-

him, and she talked moref nedy edifed the one chap-‘
about his 500-page memoirs | ter in the book about her-
"of his years with the late! zolf, Sen. Robert F. Ken- |
' President John F. Kennedy
.than she dippsouedthar |
fwo-month-old son, Gregory. i proval

AT - RoPgdith 318R15%6

- Pierre’s Press Secretary

The title of the hook,

i ghe feels now as Iif she;
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By Tom Kelley, Stat? Photosrapher
; Buati Fhoted!

|
|
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_originally, was to have been

“Lancer to Wayside,” but
.was changed when the pub-
lishers felt that the reader
i would mnot realize that
“Lancer” was ' the code
name for JFK and “Way-
side” the code name for
Salinger.

Mrs. Salinger brought a '
: professional literary skill of
her own to the proofreadmg

4,
|
i
|
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of his hook. She is the au-q

thor of a book of her own
{and has written many
i articles for various French

; magazines.

|
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book although he served as

" Yice president of m

Iiﬁ‘e-worked early in the’,"‘_

morning or at night after’
dinner and .over the week-
ends,” reports Mrs. Salinger.

She spent her time redec-
orating their five-bedroom
home in West Hollywood
and getting ready .for the
expected baby while he
typed away upstairs.

THE FRENCH -BOR N

short—but not too short—
pink linen sheath. She wore
with it a handsome ame-
thyst brooch which her hus-
hand brought her from

- Mrs. Salinger was chic in a |

Korea last week ‘She says .

she ‘i3 against showing too
much of the knee unless

‘one has exceptionally pretty ™

legs.

She told of her romance
with Salinger which bggan
with two interviews for a

Paris newspaper. The first
interview she had with him
was in California when he

was running for the U.S.:

Senate. The second was in)
Paris after his defeat.

“I called him up to ask
why he could ‘possibly have
been defeated,” she says. I
could not understand it then
and I still cannot under-
stand it, now that I live in
Califorma.”

AFTER the second inter-
view in Paris in December,
1964, Salinger began to date

i her, and they were married

the following June.

Young Mrs. Salinger has

the equivalent of a master's -

degree from the Johns Hop-

Q064 -Pniversity - School of
Advanced Studiesin-1taly.
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{QS' teps Down as C hatrm

Bya Wu.r.. STREET 'oumub Stef Roportar
‘LO8 ANGELES—Louls H. Mueller resigned
aa ‘chairman and director of Confinental Ah'
Mr. Mueller, founder ot Oontlnental s pred-
ecessoi' company, was 70 yes.rs old Feb, 13,
:|He sald he resigned to devote more time to
pprsonal pursuits, but will maintain his hold~
'lngs of Continental common stock.

f.L ) A”spokesman for Continental sald ‘the ques-

_itlon of a successor may come before a direc |;
rtors meeting May 8, but won't be declded be-
Lfore then,

, F Robert F. 8ix, presldedt said the company .
'accepted Mr, Mueller's resignation with “ex-1|
ytreme regret” and will continue to aeek his :
icounse] from time to.time. '

Mr. Mueller founded in 1934 the Southwest
‘division of Varney Speed Lines with the as.
'sistance Walter Varney. The company began
loperations with eight employes and three sin-
‘gle-englne planes, operating over a 520-nile’
jroute system between El Paso, Texas, and
‘Pueblo, Colorado. In 1937, the line changed its

:tname to Continental. Today, with 4,000 em.
Pployes and 28 afrcraft, it serves 21 cities in
nine states as well as offering .charter service

Lo Europe and operating from the West Ooost
to the Orient under ‘a military ‘contract,

(L Mr¢ Mueller was an. Army test pilot’ ‘and {

fifing instructor during World' War I and was

presldent of. Vamey Afriines from 1929 to’ a1,
béfore the, farmatioh ‘of the: sonmwese division,
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i’ %ﬂmcntal is also alrcady active °
- &7 the southeast portion of the Pacific '
through its wholly owned subsidiary, e

Lo Continental Air Services. It acquired RS
b this last fall when it bought the air
, .%ot | division of Bird & Sons, a San Fran-
L S cisco-based heavy construction com- o
' L pany operating in the Orient. At the R
moment Continental Air Services’ B
fleet of 37 planes. performs air and
ground contract services for oil, con-
struction, and engineering compa-
nies, plus the U.S. Agency for In-

ternational Developinent.

‘. Now, Continental_Air_Lines_has
D hj;;g__rgjgucjfa.li_nger, President Ken-
" nedy’s s secretary, as its v
; ‘pxg_sjaent for international affairs
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- PEoPLE IN BUSINESS

NTINENTAL AIR

FAR TAST DOOYT W/TH CO

. Bailey Rancs, a vetsian
of 26 years wivn Continental
" Airlines, Inc., has been pro-
" moted to @ new post as vice-
+ president coordinating com-
» pany activities in the Far East,
{ Robert . Sz, president, an-

‘nouncer nver the weekend.

v Mr. Ranes, 48, will be based
fal ‘Taipel, Falwan, at the
Fresident Horel. He will move
sthere o his wife and 14-
cacghter in mid-

SAugug !
~ From Taiped, Mr. Ranes will
contrdin s te Continental's Mili-
btary Al Transport Service
.contraci operations and direct
the company's sales operations  -&aasss
in the area. In addition, he y
) wiil assist Coatinental in for- - '
£ ‘mulaiing plans for new routes
iin the Pacific and Far East.
A native of Missouri, Mr. -
Fancs araduated in 19239 from -

. Bailey Ranes |

Adng and i
He joincs ]

year as an acocunting clerk,

'woking his way up to vice-
Jpresjient—customer field ser- -

‘vices in 1059, He was named
) lvice-president—custonzer’ ser-
;\_'ice planning earlier this year.
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